
WHO FIRED IT?

We Mean "The Shot Heard
Round, the World."

CONCORD VS. LEXINGTON.

The First Battle of the devolution
Being Fought Again.

DID PARKER'S MEN RETURN TH1 FIRE?

The Lexington Massacre and
the Concord Fight.

Bancroft and Washington Irving
Enlaurel Lexington.

Mr. Frederic Hudson Claims the
Honor for Concord.

MR. G. W. CURTIS CROWNS BOTH.

Opinions of the Oldest Inhabitants of the
Two Towns.

INTERESTING SKETCH OF CONCORD.

i Lecture by Dr. Storri on the Great Open¬
ing of tbe Revolution.

Boston, April 16, 1875.
The rival celebrations of Concord and Lexing¬

ton ore based npon the Idea of each town that the
war began within Its limits.. Tbls point being in

Alepate, I called to-day npon some of the leading
citizens to ascertain their views In regard to the
matter at Issue.

WIIAT MR. CHARLES HUDSON BATS.

The first person to whom 1 spoke was Mr.
Charles Hudson, or Lexington, a very prominent
man, and the historian of that place.
Mr. Hndson said tbat upon oue point.viz., tbat

the first blood shed on the 10th or April, 1775, was

In Lexington.there was no dispute. He said
he believed, however, that Concord claimed that
the Toiler fired by the British on Lexington
romtnon was not returned. This was a mistake,
rtere la ample testimony to show that the fire on
that day was re tamed. Elljab Sanderson made
rat the caae very clearly in 1827. and It seems

reasonably certain that Pitcalrn's norse was

wounded by one or tbe shots lrom the retreating
patriots. Not only did Solomon Brown repeatedly
Ire at them irom Buckman'j Tavern, but many
»tber shots were alao ore?.

WHAT MK. UV1ZT SAYS.
Alter conversing with Mr. Hudsoa I spoke to

Mr. Muzzy, one or the encyclopedias or the town,
woo merely laughed very heartily at the idea that
there could be any dispute in regard to the point.
He aald tbe first b:ood shea oetween tbe British
and the armed Americana was shed at Lexington.

WHAT MR. JAMES 0. MELVTM SAYS.

Subsequently I conversed with Mr. James C.
Melvn, or Concord, on tbe same subject.
Mr. Melvin drew a very lunny picture or the

devices or tbe Lexington people to secure for
tbemseives tbe cbler glory or tbe 19th or April,
and aala that Concord never claimed that the
first blood shed in the Revolution was spilled in
tbat town. Cndoabtediy eight patriots were
killed by the British in Lexington before Davis
and Hotmer lost their lives at Concord Bridge.

WHAT 00N00RD CLAIMS.
It mutt be remembered, however, tbat there

were maeaacres by the British troopa before tbe
massacra at Lexington, though none were ao

effective la arousing tbe American people.
What Concord claims is. that the first armed re¬

sistance was made in tbat town: that tbe fight at
Concord North Bridge was the first time the Amer¬
icana met tbe Brltisk grenadiers in arms, and,
consequently, toat that battle, as glorious In ltseir
almost aa in lta consequences, was tbe actual be-

ginning of tbe War or the Revolution.

FREDERIC HUDSON'S OPINION.
Concord. Mass., April 15, 1S75.

to tbi Editor or the iiehald-.
I see by the Herald of this morning tbat yon

tart some doaots in regard to where tbe shot
was fired in April, 1775, which waa "beard round
tbe world." It la strange tiiat a journal so well
informed on ail eubjecta should have a atngle
doubt on this important event. There are two
points in the progress or events on the 19tb of
April, 1775, clearly established:.
Flrtf.Tbat tbe Concord fight, which opened

the war of tbe Revolution, took place at the Old
North Bridge in Concord, a; hair-past nine o'clock
la the morning,
S*con<l.ruat the battle of Lexington, so-called,

look place after tbe British bad been driven out
of Concord, and at two o'clock in tbe afternoon,
and on tbe arrival of liugb rerey's reinforcement
from Boston. Tbe Utter, In fact, wa9 simply a

continuation or tbe Concord fight, bot assumed
larger military proportion by increased strength
on both side* and the presence of two places of
artillery with rerey's tioopa.

In your editorial remarks yon ignore the clalme
ot Conecrd and give all tbe glory to Lexington.
This seems to me

exjen to concord.
There is no doubt that mo fi»t American blood

waa sbed in Loxtngton. There was a massacre
there "in the gray of tbe morning,*' but tbe first
British blood w«s abed in concord, tne first
effectual resistance to England was made In tbat
town.

THE EVIDENCE.

I sead yon the sworn statement of Captain
Parker to ib?/yon what was done la Lexington
an tbe arrival of tbo enemy

JOHN PARKER'S AFFIDAVIT.

Lexixq/ux, April 25, 1775.
I, John Parker, of lawlul age, ami commander

of the uiiUtia In l.exiugiou, ao teatuy and declare
Mtatuu tue 18tu tuit., in the morula?, aoout oue

tiie (lock, bdlog lniormeu tbat there were a
'csnoer of tne regular officers ri<Hua up and down
a« road, uoppia* insautac people aa ibe/

passed on the road, and also was informed that a
number of the regular troops were oq their march
from Boston, in order to laae the ProTinoe atores
at Coocord, ordered our mllltla to meet
on the common in said Lexington to
consult what to do, and concluded not to
be discovered nor meddle or make with said rex-
ular troops. If they should approach, unless they
shonid lusult or molest us. and upon tJtlr sudden
approach l immediately ordered our mllltla to
disperse and not to Are.
immediately said troops made their appear¬

ance, und, rushing turiously, tired upon and Killed
eight of our party, without receiving any provo¬
cation thereior lrom us. JOHN I'ARKER.
What was done In Concord? I send you the

affidavit of Colonel Barrett, which speaks lor
"» « 'V I»

itself:. , mi
COLONEL BAKBrrr'ttli- (rIDAVIT.

I-KX ('TON, April 23, 1776.
J is Barrett, of Con "Vd, colonel of a regl-

tt.ut of mllltla In the ccjnty of Middlesex, do
testily and say that on Wednesday morning last,
ubout daybreak, 1 was ln!ormed or the approach
or a number of the rcsulur troops to the town of
Concord, where were some magazines belonging
to this Province. When there was assembled some
of the mllltla of this and the neighboring towns, I
ordered them to march to the North Bridge, so-

called, which they had passed and were taking up.
1 ordered said mllltla to march to said bridge and
pass tne same, but not to lire on the King's
troops unless they were first fired upon.
We advanced near said bridge, when the
said troops fired upon our mllltla and
killed two men dead on the spot and wounded
several others, which was the first firing of guns
In the town or Concord. My detachment then rc.
turned the fire, wuieu Killed and wounded several
of the King's troops. JAMES BARRETT.
These sworn statements were made oerore a

committee of the Provincial Congress specially
elected for the purpose. I do not wish to take one

tittle from the good and patriotic name ol Lex¬

ington. Her sons were as gallant and as brave as

the beat in the Revolution. 1 hope she will have
A SPLENDID TIME NEXT MONDAY.

My only purpose is to show you that what I have
detailed in the sketch ot the Concord fight pre-

pared for Harper's Magazine, which you have so

kindly noticed, are faots not to be controverted.
FREDERIC HUDSON.

VIEWS OF GEORGE W ajLIAM CURTIS.
As the question whether ncord or Lexington

can claim the honor or hav' : fired the first shot

In the cause of American 1 pendence Is one of

peculiar Interest Jast now, ie writer sought to

obtain the views of a man . > is pre-eminently
qualified to Judge of the me) ts of each claim,
being one of the profoundest of American scholars

and thinkers and one who has made the history
of bis native country an especial study.George
William Curtis. Mr. enrtts has been selected to

deliver the centennial oration in Concord on Mon¬

day next, and would undoubtedly devote

particular attention to the solution of this

vexing question.vexing because it has

kindled a spirit of rivalry and Jealousy which

the American patriot can only deplore. At least

this is the light in which the great savant looks at

it. At the same time his opinion is one calculated
to restore peace and concord to Concord and Lex¬

ington by distributing tho glory between both
claimants. This view he does not express merely
for the purpose or ending the dliagreeabie
strife, but because It Is absolutely founded on his-

torical facta. J. la Beecher, he wynrers, when

asked whetner Concord or Lexington deserves
the wreath of national glory, "No and yes," and

makes both cities happy at the same time.
Mr. Curtis la a student or tlie arrest wars which

bare rent tble Continent, and it is gratifying to

be able to state on his authority tbat tbe present
rivalry between tbe two birthplaces o( American
liberty will not, in bis opinion. reauU in rratri.

cldal bloodshed. At tbe same time lie bolds out

no delusive hope tbat toe controversy will ever

be satisfactorily settled so as to merge future
celebrations or the ureal event into one. Concord
and dtacord are both to flourish in tbe future, un-

lesa tbe two citlea clasp banda across vae bar-

monizlng and all-embracing opinion of Qeorge
William Curtis.

nr. Curtis does most of bis writing at bis pretty
residence in Bard arenae, Mew Brigbton. Tbe
bouse stands in a beautifully cultivated garden,
and its interior is replete witb all tbe evidences of
scnolarly taste and literary culture. Tbe study U
to tbe right of tbe entrance, and there Mr. Curtis

sat, surrounded by bis books and pictures, aod

wielding tbat instrument which in his band is

certainly mightier than many a sword.the pen.
The room is literally walled with books, and toe

familiar flaces of Charles Sumner, Ralph Waldo
Emerson and other distinguished mends
of Mr. Cnrtia, looked down from the
mantelpleoe, on which a number of
photographs were arranged. Mr. Curtis' man¬

ner is that of the polubed, courtly gentleman of
tbe old school, and whea requested to embody
his views in a brlsf letter to tbe Herald, he im>

mediately wrote the following, in wbleh he dis-

poses of the question In bla terse style
MR. CCUTIS' LETTER TO TBI HERALD.

West Xew Uriqhton, 1
Statin Island, K. v., A^ru it, is:#. f

To ran Editor or tbe Herald:.
Ton wish me to say whether I tblnk that Con¬

cord or Lexington can claim the flrat sbot In the
war of tbe Revolution.
At Lexington too militia, sixty or seventy In

number, were drawn np in line, and, refusing to

dl. perse at tbe British summons, were 11 red upon
by tbe British, st least .00 strong. Then tbe
Americans were ordered to retire, and as tbey
did so a few returned tbe British lira. At Cooeord
tlie Americans resolved to cross the Old North

Bridge, wbleh was held by tbe British, anC were

advancing tor that purpose when tbe British tired.
Then tbe American* were ordered to return tha

Are, which tbey did, and tbe British retreated.
The affair at concord was deliberate, intentional,
organized resistance. At Lexington it was a mas¬

sacre, at Concord a battle, and the Americans
were aa wUe in retiring at Lexington aa they
were in advancing at Cono^rd. Respectfully,
jours, GEORGE WILLIAM CURTIS.

lsxinqton TECHNICALLY R10BT.
Tha explanation* incident to t!ie writing of this

letter led to some pregnant remarks by Mr. Cnrtia.
..In general my understanding of tbe lacta." ha
observed, "agrees with that of Mr. Frederio
Hndson, whose article 1 have read with great
pleasure, and wuo has undoubtedly furnished us

by lar tbe beat account oi tbe great events ol tbe
day we have had. If 1 differ with btm, It is only in
a matter of detail, namely, In the conviction that
the Americans did lire some straggling snots at

tha Britiah at Lexington. Hence, aithougu tbe
battle actually took piaco at Concord, and tha en¬

counter at Lexington was but a very insignificant
affair as compared to tbar, tlie ljttor place
muat to awarced tbe paitn in tbe teobnical issue
as to wbicn fired tbe first sbot. or course, it was
merely a preliminary skiriaiah, a prelude to tba

| battle or Oeneord in which toe first notary was

FIRST BLOOD AT LEXINGTON.

FIRST BLOOD AT CONCORD.

Tbe above cots, portraying ttie scenes at the openirg or tbe Revolutionary War, are illustrations of
Mr. Frederic Hudson's interesting article In Harper's Magazine. The scene at Lexington Is that at

the moment the British regulars Cred upon'the dispersing militia tinder Parker; the ecene at the
Concord tirldge is at the Instant the militia, under Colonel Barrett, returned tbe Are or tbe British.
Wbetber Parker's men did or did not retarn tbe lire la tbe question between Concord and Lexington
Just noir.

wod, so that It is Concord, after all, which »ub-

atantially carries off the honors of the da/."
MIL CURTIS' AUTHORITIES.

Mr. Curtis pointed out that »4r. Hudson in

speaking of the Bkirmlsh at Lexington makes no

mention or the firing by the Americans. "Captain
Parter," tbua Mr. Hudson concludes thta portion
of his intensely interesting narrative, .'the com¬

mander of the (American) militia company,
ordered tils men to disperse and not to Ore." He

omits to add that la the teeth of thla order they
did Are. Mr. Curtla said that ooth Richard

Frotningham and Edward Everett, who were

yery carelul and accurate authorities, agreed
that there were scattering shots from the Ameri¬

cans. Mr. Curtis readily pointed out the passaaes
in both authors alluding to thia event, in his

oration at Lexington of the 20th of April, 1835,
Everett says-.-.?Captain Parker now felt the

necessity 01 directing Ma men to disperse, but It

was not until several of them had returned the

British Are, snd some of them more than once,

that bis handful of brave men wera driven from

the Held." And Richard Frothlngham, Inula "His¬

tory ol the Siege of Boston and of the Battlea of

Lexington. Concord and Bunker Hill, says:.' A
lew of the mllltla who had been wounded, or wno

gaw othera killed or woundad by their side, no

longer hesitated but returned the lira of the ragu-

lara."
AS INTERESTING VOTM.

And in a marginal note the Mstorian bbjb:.

.The contemporary evtdence of tbia return Are is

too positive to be set aside. In the counter mani-

feato to Qage'a proc amatlon, prepared In June,
1T76, wnlch waa not published at the time, It u

¦aid that the Brttish "In a moat barbaroua and

infamous manner flred upon a email number of

t&e tahabttanta and croally murdered eight men.

The (ire waa returned by some of the survivors,

but taeir number was too lnoonslderable to an-

noy toe regular troopa, who procaoded on their

errand, and upon coming up to Concord,"
Ac. I copy from MS. m Maasachusetta arobtves.

Uuidon, May IT. 1T75, says that James Brown

iniormed bim that, "being got over the waiL and

aecing the aoldiers Ore pretty freely, he flred upon

them, and eotae othera did the same." Depoal-
tlon No. 8. 011776, n clear:."About flvo o'clock

in tha morning we attended the beat of our drum

and were formed on the parade. We wtre laced

toward the reguiara then marching up to us, and

tome of our company were coming to the parade
with their backa toward the troopa: and othere

on the parade began to disperse, when the regu¬
lars flred on the company beioro a gun was flred

by 4ny of our company on tnem." The great

point was as to who flred first. Clark says:."So
far from firing flrat upon the King's troops, upon
the most carolul inquiry It appeara that bat

very lew of our people flred at all, and

even they did not lire till, alter Ming flred upon
DV the troops, they were wounded tbemselvea,"
Ac. PUlnney s history contalna the details, wltn

depositions, wniob, as to the main lact, are aup-

ported bj the autboritiea of 17T&. All tha British
accounte state that the lire waa returned, of

rather toey etete that it waa oegun by the militia.

Ibis last aaaertlon, n>ade In Cage's handbill,
was contradicted. Much controversy took place
ao; ut it, and tha Provincial Congress' account

was prepared in reference to it. As late as May
3, 1778, a London Journal aays:."It la whiapered
that the Mimatry are endeavoring to flx a cor-

tamty wnlcn party flred flrst at Lexington, beiore

Hostilities commenced, as the Congresa declare. If

It can be proved that American blood waa flrst
shed, it will «ro a great way toward effecting a rec¬

onciliation with most lavorable terms."
Even William Gordon, the Drulsh historian,

saya in his account of the encounter:."Individu¬
als imeuulng Americansi, finding tbey were fired

upon tuough dispersing, had spirit anoogh to

Stop and return tha Are."

toj oaiAT roixT.

"The grant pomt»" ramnriea Mr. Cartta* apro-

pos of these statements, "is that at Lexington the
Americans did not fire as * line, but simply as in¬

dividuals, while dispersing."
"But as lar as the honors or the first shot are

concerned yon award them to Lexington T"

"Oh, it was practically one affair," Mr. Curtis re¬

plied, with a deprecating smile; "the British
troops only tamed twenty minutes at Lexington
and then marched on to Concord, where they (ound
It was quite a different affair. Had It not been

for Concord the day would have marked a mas¬

sacre If not a defeat of the Americans."
And thus Mr. Curtis, who was evidently born to

be a diplomatist, distributed the laurels equally be¬
tween both rivals, adding. In a tone or good-
natured regret, "It's really very disagreeable that
there should be this irictlon."
"And do you not think the controversy will be

settled one or these days ?"
"Oh, no," Mr. Curtis returned with a laugh;

..seven cities clawed Homer, and why should not

two claim the first snot in the War of Independ¬
ence f"
This question was unanswerable, and u« Inter¬

view very suddenly collapsed.

WHAT THE HISTORIANS SAY.
In view of the controversy that has arisen

among the several towns in Maasacbuseits more
or less connected with tnc honor of having "fired
the first shot that was beard around the world," at
the beginning ot the Amerioan Revolution, It may
be interesting to refer to contemporaneous history
toucmng upon the subject. For example, in
lrving's "Lire of Washington," vol. 1, pp. *30-431,
we find:.

WASHINGTON IllVIXO'S ACCOUNT.
On the rtignt 01 tne 18tu or April, 1776. Dr.

Warren sent off two messeugei*, by different
routes, to give the alarm that the Kius's troop*
were actually sallying forth. Tne messengeis
got out or Boston just before the oraer of
Geuerat Ouge weat into effect to prevent any one
trom leaving tue town. About tne same time a
Uutern was huug out or an upper window or the
North Cburcn in tne dir«ruon or Cuariestown.
Tuia wii a preconcerted signal to the patriots ot
toat place, who instantly despatched swiu rae-
.enters to rouse me country, in the meantime
Colonel Mnith, tue British commander, set out oa
nis nocturnal marca iron Lec.'imere l oiut by an
uoiiequeuted path across marsoes, where at times
the ti^ops had to wade through water, lie bad
proceeded but a lew miles wueu alarm guns,
oouining tiirougn the night air, and the clang ot
vtilane bells showed that tne uews or his approacn
was travelling ue.ore him and the people were
ruing, lie now sent back to General Cage lor a
reiuii-rcemaat, woile Major Pitcairn was de-
tacnea witn six companies to pies* lorward aud
secure tue Dridge at Concord. Pitcairn advanced
lapialy, capturing every one that he met or over¬
look. wittiina mile and a halt oi Lexington,
However, a uorsenuu was too quick on tne spur
for him, and galloping to the village gave the alarm
that tue leocoata were coming. Drums were
beaten, gun* nred. By tue lime thai ritcairu
enteied toe village about seventy or eighty or the
yeomanry, iu military array, were muste.ed
ou the green, near tue churcu. It was
a part oi tue '-Constitutional Army," pledged
to re»lst by lorce any open uosuiity of British
troops. Besides these tnere were a cumoer u(
lookers-on armed aud unarmed. The sound oi
diumauo tiieairavor men in arms indicated a
nostne demonstration. 1'itcairu ualted ins men
withiu a suort distance ot t lie caurcti, and ordered
them to prime and load. They then advanced at
double quick time, tne Major riding lorward and
ordering the reoeis. as he termed them, to dis¬
perse. other omcers ecnoed ins worus as they
advanced. "Disperse, je villains:" "l.ay down
your aims, ye rcbois, aud disperse!" The
oruers were disregarded. A scene or con-
lusiou eusued. with string on ooth sides;
which party commenced it has t>een a matter of
dispute. Pitcairn alwats maintained tuat,
fiuuiug the mlliliu would not disperse, be turned
to order bis men to draw out and surround iticui,
when lie saw a aasn in tne pau noiu the gun or a
couutrymau posted behind a wan, and aitnost
instautiy the report oi two or tnreu muskets.
Tnese he supposed to be iroui the Americans, as
his norse was wounded, h* *as also a soidler
eiose uy uim. His troops rnshea on aud a promis¬
cuous are took place, tnougu, as ne dec.areu, be
made repeated signal* witu his sword lor
bis men to loroear. Tue firing ot the
Amen an* was irregular and witnout
mucu enect; tuat or the Britith was more istai:
eignt oi the patriots were Killed and ten wounded,
and toe wnoi* pet to fltgnt. ihe victors tunned
on the common, fiied a volley, i.nd gave three
cDeers lor oue oi toe most inglorious ana disas¬
trous triumphs ever acnieved oy uruish arms.

BAKCitorr's account.
In Bancroit'a "History oi the United State*,"

vol. vil., pp. 2M-»* the following version of tne
same affair Is given

I he last stars were vanishing trom nlaht when
the loremost party, led by Pitcairn, a major or
marines, was discovered advancing quicmyaud iu
snence. Alarm guns were fired, and tne ditims
neat, not a can to vuiaae iiusoandmen oniy,
but the reveille to Humanity. Less man seventy,
perhaps io»s tnan aixt» ooeyed tne summons, aud
in sight oi ualt as many ooys and unarmed meu
were paraded m two ranks a lew rods noitn ot ih«
meetinghouse. . . . Ihe British vau, nearing tne
drum sua tue a:*rm gnus, nailed to toad; tue re-
maiuiug companies cam* up, and at hail an nour
ooiore suuns* tu* advaace y*i ty nurned lorward
at doubi* qui** umi ana aimost upon a tan.

closely followed by the Grenadiers. Pitcairn rode
In front, ami when within live or six rods of the
minute man. cried out:."Disperse, ye villains;
ye rebels, disperse: lay down vour arms; whr
don't you lay down your ariuH and disperse*" The
main part, ol the countrymen s'.ood motionless
in the ranks, witnesses against aggression, too
few to resist, too brave 10 fly. At this Pitcairn
discharged a pistol, aud with a loud voice cried.
..Hre:" 1 he order was instantly lotlowed. first
by a low gun*, winch did no execution, aud tneu
by a heavy, close and deadly discharge ol musketry.
In the disparity of numbers. tue Common was a
field of murder, nut oi battle. Parker, therefore,
ordered his men to disperse. Then, and not till
then, did a lew ol them, ou their own impulse,
return the liritisli tire. These random shut* of
fugitives or dying uieu did no harm, except tha;
Pucalrn's horse was, perhaps, grazed, ami a pri¬
vate In tne 'lentil light lniantry was touched
slightly In the leg.

BOSTON BESTIRRING HERSELF.
lioaioN, April 15, 1873.

The interest m the approaching concord aud
Lexington Centennial absorbs every other topic,
and the outpouring of the people on Monday noxt
will be unexampled. The statues of John llan-
cock and John Adams, both of which are to he
unveiled at Lexington, will arrive in time. That
of the former is below, on the brig J. L. liowen,
and that of the latter is on the Cunard steamer
Parthia, which Is due to-morrow. The Marine
Baud arrived to-day on the United States steamer
Tallapoosa.

THE TOWN OF CONCORD.
CONCORD, Mass., April 14, 1875.

Concord 13 Indeed a pleasant town, and though
Mr. James Kussell Lowell has sung of its modern
population that

nowadays the bridge ain't wat they show
So much ez Kin'son, Hawthorne ana Tnoreau,

it Is the grandest village m all America in Its past
as well as Its present. "Concord light" has given
It a history which no other town can Justly claim,
and It has, besides, maintained Itself so well lu
bearing its proud pre-eminence that nobody will
deny that it Is in every way worthy or us history.
People who na*e been souudlng the praises of
New England have made it typlcul ol New England
towns iu general: but the truth Is It is as much un¬

like the manufacturing villages a3 the adobe ham¬
lets of Now Mexico. In the lactory towns the
houses are not built In streets, but sec up in rows.
One dwelling is a3 much like another as the
brother tenpins in a bowling alley, lu Concord
each house betrays the taste or its owner, and
nearly every dwelling lias its tradi¬
tions aud its story. Coming into the vil¬
lage by the Lexington road.the way
the grenadiers camo in 1775.the tlrst build*
lug of note is the Wayside School in tho house
built by llawthorno wnen ho determined to desert
the Old Alaus?. it is a wooden structure, two sto¬
nes in height, aud is surmounted by a little box
overlooking the roof in waich the sky romancut
had his study. This box was accessible only by a

trap, upon wtilch the novelist placed his Horary
chair, and, by thus keeping toe world at bay, Jus¬
tified the lines of the poet in which he is described
as one

with genius so shrinking and rare
That you hardly at first see the strength that la

there.
A little further on and still nearer the village is

Alcott's residence, the home also of his two

glited daughters. It is an old house, neglected
in appearance, but surrounded by ample grounds,
which are capable of being made very lovely In
the springtime aud summer. A rustic lence, now
also much in decay, built of pipe and cedar
branches, gathered irom.the neighboring thickets
and woven togetner by Mr. Alcott's own hands,
encloses the grounds and separates them from
the street. Across the war and still a little
nearer the village, Jast betore the turn of the
road and the ridge, which forms the background
or a!l this picture, reveals the more thickly set¬

tled part of tho town, is the dwelling or Kalph
Waldo Emerson, it is a square house, without
pretensions, and lacks charms or*any kind
la its situation and surroundings. Tho ground
on which It stands is low and almost marshy, and
being across the street It has not tho ridge behind
it as uave the others to lend it picturesqueness.
Then comes tho village proper, buggmg the hill on
the north and east and kissing toe river to the
south and west, liere the maiu street intersects
the road, extendiug iroul a point opposite the old

graveyard, which lo/ms the centre of the ridge,
almost in the direction of the old South Bridge,
held by a company of British grenadiers April 10,
1775. woile toeir comrades were being beaten a

mile below. On this street is toe house where
next Suuuay President Grant, like Ilosea Biglow,
la to go

avlsitin' the Judge.
Wnose garding wnisper* wun mo nver's edge.
Near to Judge Hoar's u the rural retreat of Mr.

Frederic lluoaon, wnose "History of Journalism
la the United states" U a proud monument to Dla
own acnicvemenu in the journalistic prolea-
sloe. Tnoreau, who was a recluse, lived lartnor

away at Waiden Pond, while ueir tho North
Bridge. waere the first battle of the Revolution
took place ts the Old Manse, celebrated as the
residence of the Rev. William Emerson, the grand*
father of the Cariyle of Conco'd and the minister
here In the Revolutionary era. Mr. Emerson
witnessed the battle between the men whom his
grandson has so grandly named tne "embattled
larmers" and tne British grenadiers from an

upper window of his nouse. wliich commanded a

view of both positions, and he testified in his
diary that alter toe invader discharged his first
shot he "was uneasy till the fire was returned,"
though he gnetv that "their numbers were more
than treble ours."

tqb provincial parade orocnd.
The spot overlooked by tne bold and patriotio

concord clergyman, soon to become so famous in

history, is now known as tne Provtnoini Parade
Ground. Tne English were orst on the ground
and held the town. It was a lung wait which the

patriots had Hat night, lor Mr. Longfellow nas
to.d us in his cantering verse of the midnight
ride or Paul Revere that.

I: was one by the village clock
When he galloped Into Lexington.

And the poet tddod, with something of poetio
license, it must be coniessed, mai¬

lt was two by the village clock,
VFnea he came to the bridge ui Concord town.
He neard the bieailug or the dock
And the twitter of birds nmoug the trees.
Ana icit tne hrcath of the morning breeze

Blowing over tne meadows brown.
ir Paul Revere nad reached Concord at all that

nlsht ht would aave come to the town before be
got to the bridge; one tne truth is that he was

captured at Lexington, and the rest of his self-
Imposed duty was performed by Samuel Prescott,
a joung doctor belonging to Concord, who carried
the news of the aiTray on the green to his towns-
man. But this is history, and we have only to do
with the parade ground, where the provincials
marched down from the contiguous slopes to
battle for their country. It is a beautilul spot by
nature, and capable of every adornment which
art can bestow. The lazy stream creeps Idly by,
and on Us banks, whore they lell that day, »leep
tho two BriMaU soldiers, the first or the enemy to
lail in the strugglo lor American Indcpeudence.
A stone wall, extending irom the river to the

highway, has been ouilt over their grave, and a

rude stone, rudely carved, tella tne place or
their sepulture. Near by Is the votive tablet
raised in 1S38 to comnaomorite tno deed,
and acrosa the stream, now as then apauned by a

simple bridge, is the spot wtiere the "embattled
farmers" »tood and Davis and Ilosmer lell. Tne
new statue or the "minute man" leaving hla

plough tuined in the inrrow, but bearing his
trusty rifle with him, has been erected here; and
here. In sight of the hills irom which the provin¬
cials Hied two and two to the music of the "White
Cockade.1' It will be unveiled on Monday. The
scene has changed butlittleln a nnndred years, and
the aptrlt which animated the American people then
atill aurvlves to find expression on tnis spot. Tiitt
hills ana fields are still the same, a lew lences
more and a tew stones less being the only changes
wrought by time in tne arena of the Concord fight.
As 1 stood on tins historic ground this morning,
the ear.y sunsuine bathing the hliLi with 111* and
light, and recalled all that had ever been told me
of toat glorious day, toe whole acene seemed to
reawaken in my imagination, and i eoutd almost
see the astonlsned grenadiers turn and flee by th«
road they had coine, while

..the farms, a gave them bail for bail
From bemud eaon fenoe and barnyard wait
Chasiag m« redcoat* down the lane,
luen sroastng tne a*ids to easerge again

Under tne treta at the torn of to* road,
And only pausing to Arc ana load.

UNCHANGING CONCORD.
Few battle scenes have undergone 10 few

changed. In twelve years tne marks of tne great
struggle at Gettysburg navo been more obliter¬
ated tfcan the Uel.l of Concord tlgut in a hundred.
But Concord is slow to change in any respect. It
clinga as tenaciously to its old cu-toius as to l'.«
old memories. So strikingly is ttus jact illustrated
that it is almost a Puritan villas to-day. Tru",
the Irish have come heie as they comc overj whera
where they arc ueeiied.Put to do the laruiwork,
which Jonu Hancock, as a boy, woulfi iiurui.v have
deigned to reiuse, aud Bridget to do t.'ie cooking
aud baking, in which Dorothy Q ilucy was an

adept; aud they have built their snug 111tie Cath¬
olic church, surmouuted with tile ».>mbjl so hurt-
lul to the 1'urltau conscience, right iu the heart oi
the village. Ho also the poet could slug with trutl

ol Euiersou, who is the great high priest of Cuii
cord philosophy to-day, an his grandfather wai

tlie ccief judge und arbiter of Concord theology i

hundred years ago, that
'Tin refreshing to old-lashloiiod people like me
To meet sucu a primitive paean a< he.
In whose mind all creatlou is iitiiv resoectcd
As parts oi Uimseli.just a lit:lo projected.
Out, in spite of its Catholic church aud iti

Unitarian departure from oid-iashioue.l Presby-
teriauism and its pagan philosophy, Concord li
still, as I said before, almost a Puritan town, and
In pruoi ol It I submit the following curious docu<
meut, which I encouutered everywhere la mj
rambles over the village

COMMONW EALTH
.or.

MASSACHUSETTS.
Middlesex, ss. To either o; the Constables of thi

Town ol Coucord.
Guesting
You are hereby authorized and directed to notifj

and warn the qualified voters or tne
FIRM' PAKI II IN CONCORD.

In aaii'. Couuty oi Middlesex, lo meet at the Vestrj
of the Meeting House oi saul Kirsi Parish,

ou Monday, the l-Jin dax oi April iust.,
at seven and one-hall o'clock in the eveulug, th«l
aud thete to act and voto u:,uu tue loaowiug
articles, to wit:.
1st.lo choose a Moderator.
.Jd.To hear aud uct upon the report of the

Parish Committee.
3d.To hear and act upon the report of the

Trustees of tne Congregational Ministerial Fund.
4ta.To cuoose all Parish oarers lor the ensuing

year.
icli.To see If the Parish will dfcnense with the

Evening service during the summer moutns.
i>tn.lo raise money lor an Parochial purposei

for the ensuing year.
"ili.T<> see ii tne P.irish will tlx any time for

the Payment oi Taxes, or act in any way In regard
to the same.
And you are hereby directed to serve this war-

ram ov posting copies mereoi, ov you attested)
in at least turec puouc placeslu said town, one
ol wmcii shall be at tne door oi the Meeting House,
eignt days aud including two ^unuays beiore salfi
lath day oi April, aud to nave this warrant, will
your doings tnereon.at said moating.

\situe.-s our uauds this third dar of April, in
the year of our Lord one thousand eight huudret)
aud seventy-live.

JOHN BROWN,
HENRY F. SMITH,
GKORQE P. HOW,

A true copy: Attest.
The Coostable attests this with his own band

and publisaes It, and all the members of the First
church are as much bound by It as the people of
New York are bouud by the action of the Tax Com¬
missioners or whatever body It Is that has
authority to assess them, so that it will be seen
tliat In Concord religion is still a matter of the
State of which the minions of tne law have official
cognizance, only one or two parishes besides.
probably only Qulncy.still retains tnls relic oi
Puritanism; but it is, I think, conclusive proof
that Concord is unchanging Concord.

T'.!K TOWN LIBRARY OP CONCORD.
But ir Concord Is slower than most places in

aome respects It Is also raster than all other townj
tu others. It has, lor Instance, the best town
library in the United States; the most unique, the
handsomest and the airiest building; the best
selection of bjoks and the largest number and
best set of readers. The building is the girt of
William Munroe. who was a Boston merchant resi¬
dent In the town. He planned and built It at
his own expense, and lert a sufficient lund to pre-
vent it Irom ever going to decay, and then uin
not even ask or consent that It should be called
by his name. Mr. Muuroe's bust has been placed
in tho library apartment, just In Iront ol the
aloove devoted to "Concord authors." and this
la the only evidence or bis uinuiilcenco to be
seen anywnere about the butiding. The Concord
alcove contains the writings or ^mersoo, Haw
tnorne, Thoreau, the Alcona. father and daughter;
Mrs. Jane Austin, and others of scarcely less nots
taan some or these. Among tne curiosities of tnii
alcove is a volume of sermons pieached In Con
cord more than 233 years ago. I he title of t nil
book is as follows:.

Parish
Committee.

TUB COSfKL COVENANT: OR, TBI OOVXSANT 01
GHACI OPKNliD.

wherein arc explained
). rue difference between tbe covenant of grace

and covenant or work*.
¦i. l ue amerent administration ol the covenant

beiore and aiuco Christ.
3. i Uc benefits and biesalnga oflt.
4. Too condition.
5. Tne properties or it.
Preached in Concord, in New England, by Peter

Bulkeley, someume feilo* ol John's tu Hedge, in
Cambridge.
huuiuued according to order.
London, priuica by M. 8. for Benjamin Allen,

ana are to oe aoid at the croune, in Popes-ueud
Alley, 1040.
This old book waa picked np in London by Mr.

Oeorge F. Hoar, member of Congress irom Wor¬
cester, and by bim it waa preaeuted to tbe library
of hu native town two years ago. In aucb a town,
with such a library and aocn aaaoolationa and
such great men, it la no wonder we should M
told.
Yonder, calm as a cloud, Alcott stalks in a dream,
And fancies hlmseu in thy grove*. Aca Jem".
With mo Parthenoa ulgu and tbe olive b«e* o'ei

him.
And never a fact to perplex dim or bore blm,
Witn a inug room at Plato'* when nlgnt cornea t«

Wilt to.
And people irom morning till midnight to talk to.
Tbe inhabitants are aa remarkable aa tbe tows

itself; bat it would take a volume to tea even ball
ol wbat 1 know about them.

CONCOED CILKBRATIONS IN TBI PAST.
Aa Concord flzht began the American Revola*

tion, ao Concord towu baa been celebrating it
ever aince. la 132;, fifty yeara alter tbe condtot at
North Bridge, tbe corner atone of a monument
waa laid la tbe ceatre ol tho village to commem¬
orate the event. Edward Everett, then In tbe
freshness and aplendor o( his powers aa an orator,
delivered the oration.one ot tbe greatest effort*
or bia life. In isafl tbe modeat monument on tbe
site or the British position waa erected, and it was
for that occasion Ralpn Waldo Emerson wrote tue
splendid hymn now so o;ten quoted. In 1840 there
waa a general celebration ac coocord of all fcae
towua, Lexington participating, on tbis o casltft
Robert Rantool, Jr., or Beverly, was tbe orator,
and Everett waa preaent and made one or the
aiter-dlnner apeecbei. Rniua Choate waa also
among tbe guests, and responded to tbe toast ol
"Lexington Common and Concord Nortn Bridge,"
closing with bis lamous sentiment or "American
Nationality." On the platroim were Jonathan
Harrington, or Lexington, aged ninety-two, and
Amoe Baker, or Lincoln, of the age ot ninety-iour,
botn participants in the events or tnat grand lOtn
of April. Baker waa in the light at tne bridge, and
Harrington the flier ol the Lexington company.
Botn now sleep with their eomrades who had gone
before, and there are tew even o; tne children ot
these grand old patriots left to participate in th«
centennial ol their glory. When the next ceuten-
niai anniversary of the "Concord fight" is reached,
none of those woo now celebrate its first centurj
of Dlesatags will be alive to commemorate the sec¬
ond ; but who can uoabt tnat out ot these patriotic
festivities, and those which are to loilow la th«
next eight yeara, liberty will take a new birth and
our grandchildren and great-grandchildren re¬
ceive throegh ua tbe gut which came Irom out
grandfathers end great-grandfather*. It is a con-
summation moat devoutly to ne wished, and w«
can onty pray that the exclamation or Bumaal
Adams, when he heard the guna at Lexington,
"Thi* 1* a glorious moralng 1" mar prove as trnij
propneue in the lature a* they have proved la tne
past.

DR. STORRS' LECTURE.
It la a singular thing that the oi ler Powers ot

Europe will naraly acknowledge tne existence ot
an American nation. They sneer at wnat l*
termed oar new-fangled u*tioa»ilty.j*r ilia*

COHTXHVKD ON TENTU PAQSL


